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H E e fullwing Sermon , 
the ; 

"Printed at the I nftance of the 
V. ice-Chanteller and Heads of Houſes. 
Dey have done me the Honour to 
1 mportunate with me, beyond the Merit 
- Diſcourſe, to make it Publick, 
ſuppoſing it might be of Service to the 
Univerſity in general, whither ſo many 
reſort ta Rualify themſeboes for the 
Sacred Function. It is hard to ſay 
| What will be of Service in an Age 
I 8 wherein 


— 
- 


RJ] 
wherein ſo little Countenance is ſbeum to 
Religion or Religious Men. However, T 
have ſubmitted to the Authority of their 
Opinion, and the rather, for that, if 'any 
Good enſue, Hertford-College (on this 
Day become a Society incorporate within 
the ſaid Univerſity for the Education 
chiefly of Perſons defigned for Holy 
Orders) may participate of it: For 

your." Uſe the Sermon, though Preach'd 
before the Univerſity, was written, and 
o You, and to your Succeſſors, I now in- 
ſeribeè it, as an Inſtruction from a Pre- 

„ JC 


© Ever ſtudious of your Improvement, 


8 Ric hard Newton. 


d Sept. 1740. 
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2 Tim. i. and Part the 24th 7 erſe.. 
T. The Servant of the Lozp muſs. not. rive, = 
but be Gentle unto all len, Apt 160 Y 
IN treating of. theſe Words 1 ſhall c con- 
| ſider, #6. „ woe THIN | 213 | iS 
I. Who is here faid to be the Servant 
of the Lord, and What | is meant by the 
Prohibition, 8 mist 5 | 
II. I ſhall Aspen be e aig in the 
Diſputes he may have, in the Courſe of 
his Miniſtration, with ſerious! Men differ- 
ing from him in Opinion about Religious 
Matters, he muſt be Gentle. ä 
| Wild That, with. reſpelt to thoſe who ſhall | 


at any time be committed a —_ Care, 
he muſt be Apt to Teach. e 


. By the Servant of the. Lord, in a large | | Mn 
Sen, may be underſtood every Perſon Who | - 
| hath Zmbracd the Goſpel, Believes in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Purpoſes to Obey his Will, and Fol-  "M 


low his Example. And ĩt 8 indeed, — 
. B will —=_— 


Pots * 


oh 


. SERMON preached before 


will not become ſuch an One to ſtrive, or be 
contentious. The ſeveral Precepts concerning 


_  Hlumitity;-Meeknefs, and Charity, given him 


by-Chrift-in the Goſpel, would be violated 
by ſuch a Behaviour; and very little would 


fie be thought to have learnt of Him, who, 
in ſo eminent a degree, Was week and /ow!y. 


But this Epiſtle having been written to : 


One who had not only Embrac d the Goſpel, 
but Was appointed alſo to be a Preacher of 
it, makes it evident, that this Term is to be 


taken in a more limited Signification, and 
that, by the Servant of the Lord, we muſt 


here underſtan a Preacher of the Goſpel, o * 
what Order, Degree, or Rank ſoever he may 


be. And very ill, indeed, would it become 


Him to ſtriue, or. be contentions, whoſe 


' amiable Character it is, that he is the Meſ< 


ſenger of Peace: of that Peace whereby God 
is reconcil'd to Man; of that Peace, ;which 


all Chriſtians are commanded (a). 70 have one 


with: anather. 

What the particular: Meaning = the Pro- 
hibition, « Muſt not ſtrive,” is, we need go 
no farther than the Context to . In the 
Context, ver. 23. we read, But fooliſb and 


e unleurned Queſtions avoid, bung that 


tc they do gender (b) Strifes. And then it fol- 


lows in the Text, ver, 24. The Servant of 


« the Lord muſt not (e) ſtrive. When, there 
fore, the Servant of the Lord is. forbidden 
to Artve, ver. 24. he is then alſo forbidden 


2 _— 7M "Oh: 1 Ee 7 og ori 
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, 3 : 
to en Ty in Is + and 1 eee 
or Diſputes, Which are ſaid, ver. 23. to gender 
Strifes; and to be the Occaſion of Hamity 
between thoſe whom: the Apoſtle Would have 
to Agree. Rod HH of Ot 
What is here 1 meant bot (@) foolilh: anc un. 
learned Queſtions or Diſputes, Diſputes mov'd 
by Perſons ignorant, and uninſirutted in 
Chriſtian Faith, may be learnt by comparing 
This Advice to Timothy, with That before 
ww to Him and Other ROM Im 
i. 4.) and here repeated. 1 22415 
The Advice there given. is, « 2 hat they 
' < ſhould teach no other. Doctrine, ¶ than 
what he had deliver d] © neither give heed = 
* to Fables, and endleſs Genealogres, which =_ 
* miniſter () Queſtions, rather than godly | 
* Edifjing, which is in Faith. Meaning 
by Fables, ſuch Traditions of the Feu | 
Doctors as, claſhing with the Precepts of 1 
Chriſtianity, and making the Word of Gd 
of none effect, could have no Truth iu them, 9 
nor were any more to be h2eded than the 
mere In ventions of Men; and about which, | 
therefore, the rightly inſtructed in the Faith 1 
muſt needs think any Queſtions. or Diſputes - 3 
fooliſh and untlearned: And meaning by Cenea- - _- 
logies, the Privileges ſo many. valued thein- 
felves upon, (and upon which, if upon An 
of this kind, they might have Reaſon to do 
ſo) either of a regular Deſcent from David, 
and, conſequently, of their Amity" to the | 
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Meſſiah; or, from Abraham, a 0 of eng 


the only Viſiulèe Church on Earth. But that any 


Queſtions or Diſputes even about Theſe, were 


allo fuoliſs and unlearned, is evident: For that 


in the firſt Caſe, the ſpiritual Relation to Chriſt 


is infinitely preferable to the natural; and 


whoſoever doth the Mill of his Father, which 


i in Heaven, the ſame, he declares, (a) ro be his 
Brother, and Siſter, and Mother : And, in the 


Second, Of what uſe was it to any of them, 
either to ſay within themſelves, or to boaſt to 


others, that they had Abraham to their Father, 


unleſs they had alſo walked in the Steps of 
the () Faith of their Father Abraham? 

Abraham ſaw the Day of the Chriſtian Inſti- 
tutlon afar off, and was glad; and if his 
Children could not ſee it, when it ſhone 
directly upon them, and be glad of it too, 
of what Advantage was their Deſcent from 
Him? Or what Occaſion had they to value 
themſelves upon it? And what, naturally, 
could be the Conſequence of giving them- 
ſelves the Preference, Where there was no 
Inequality, but Diſputes? The Partition Wall 
was now broken down. The Goſpel firſt pro- 
posd to the Few, was now alſo offer d to 


5 the Gentile. And, the Belie Fand Practice of 


it being Equal, equally entitled the One and 


the Other to the Favour of God. Superiority 


claim d, up or TER ons that aan not be 


4 
Why * 


(8) Matth. 3 xii. 0. , 0 For 2 _ which are Te Faith [of | 
Eis Faith] the ſame are the Children of Abraham, or within 


5 * ent made to Abraham = es Gal. iii, 7+ 16 
ae, 


ver 7 "of C Oxrokb. 3 
made out, ul never be ſubmitted to; and, 
therefore, if the Gencalogies were not End- 
leſs, the Diſputes would be. And ſo long as 
Theſe ſhould continue, mutual Love, the 
Badge of Chriſtians, would be deſtroy d, and 
a Stop put to Edification, or building up the 
Church of Chriſt, which then only may be 
ſaid to be finiſh'd, when Men ſhall generally 
receive the Goſpel, and, with all Lowlineſs$; 
and Meekneſs, and Forbearing One Another 
in Love, endeavour ts keep the Unity of the 
Spirit, or an Agreement in Chriſtian Scnti- 
ments, in the Bond of Peace. UN | 
If the Servant of the Lord, then, muſt not 
| ſtrive; it is plain, He muſt avoid Fooliſh and 
wnlearned £ neſtions, which gender Strites. | 
lt is a- ſufficient Reaſon, indeed, for this 
Servant of the Lord, not to enter ſeriouſy 
into the Diſcuſſion of fooliſh and unlearned 
Queſtions, that the doing it is altogether an. 
worthy of his Character, even tho u dtrifſe 
or Contention ſhould enſue. How much more 
unworthy of it, then, muſt it be, to labour 
the Proof or Diſproof of Matters of No Con- 
ſequence to Religion, with a Strife and Cun- 
tention, which Queſti ions of the ee can- 
not warrant? © 
Diſputes Which Men — engage 11 AF 
not in a Polemical, but a Friendly manner,. 
for Trial of their Skill, or Exerciſe of their „ 
Parts, or Indulgence of their Mit, at a pro- 5 
per Time, and in a proper Place, and Wm 
eee to the Mie, are Innocent enough, 5 1 


. 
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0 6 4 Sermon preached tefore 


however Friuolous, ſo long as Strifes: arc 
not thereby Gender d. But ſince, in Diſputes 
utterly In/iensficayt, if there be a Sollicitude 
for the Event, (whether That ariſe from Fear 
of being thought Inferior in the Conteſt, or 
A iſtale about the Moment of it) as great 
Heats and Animoſities in the Contenders, as 
flaring a Contempt of each others Fualement, 
28 manifeſt a Di//zke of each others Peron, is 
ſeen to ariſe, as in Diſputes, the Iſſue of which 
is of the laſt Importance, the Advice given to 
prevent all unneceſſary Occaſion of Strifes, the 
moving fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, with 
the ſame Earneſtneſs, as if they were Wiſe and 
Learned, is very Good. For, let what will 
be the Determination, Religion can from 
thence receive no Benefit, and, if Sue ar. 
tend, much Hurt. . 
But, tho the Servant I the Lord be Phy | 
bidden to engage in fooliſb and unlearned 
Queſtions, the Denying or Admitting of 
Which is a thing indifferent with reſpect to 
the Intereſt of Religion, yet He is not For- 
bidden, nay, He is Commanded, to defend Im- 
portant Truths, even thaugh it ſhould ſome- 
times happen, through the Infirmity of the 
Diſputant, that Strife ſhould' attend his Diſ- 
putation. For, though this ſhould happen, as 
it often Hath, and often Will again, if Men 
will not ſee the greater Dignity there is in 
that which is National and Decent, than in 
that which is Contumslious and Ridiculous; 


Mp the Clerical. Character of particular Die 
patants | 


e 
1 * 0 


putants be Aint leſer' 5 a Chriſtian. Re: 
ligion defended, by Men who are too proud 
of their Abilities, and have no Command of | 
their Pa „be, ſo far, for the preſent, Di, 
ſerud yet the Importance of the Diſputes, 
if momentous. Trath be thereby eſtabliſh'd, 
will, in 5 of Service to Religion, be ar 
4 Since the Important Truth 

8 9 ctabliſh's wilt wt ae the: _ 

fenders ſhall be no more. 1 . 

But, ſince Religion is agile! of beiig 
thought leſs well of in any degree, for any 
indiſcreet, or intemperate Zeal in its Defen- 
ders, the Servant of the Lord, even in the 
Defence of Important Truths, is ſtill forbid- 
den to firive, or to be contentious, in the 
fame Senſe, in which Strife and Contention 
are ſuppos d to attend Das of no: LO 
b to Religion. 

Not Dinter, then, but che Vice ices iincis 
den to Diſputes. are forbidden; Now Con: 
tention is a Vice incident to Diſputation. The 
Contender, whilſt he pretend to be ſearch · 
ing after Truth, is ſeeking Victury, and, by 
Viaory, Glory: Whence the Greekscall Can. 


1943718 


tentiom piAoventic; or the Love of Victory in ö | 
the. Diſpute, . the Concomtants of which are I 
the Conceit of Parts,. the Pride of Learning, ; 0 „ 
Impatience of Contradiction, a tumultuous 4 IJ 
and diſorderly Procefs-in the Argumentation, f 
Apjperity, Infult, Triumph, Reproaches, Abuſes, .3 . 
Contume/ies, which proceed from à vicious =_ 
Earneſtneſs to get the Or and'a are all no _ 
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thing to the Purpoſe, foraſmuch as Truth, 
pretended to be ſought after, muſt ſtand or 
fall by the Evidence that appears for or againſt 
N which by the Duff. the Contenders have 
rais d about it is ſcur d, and can u be | 
| _ rw? till r 4s ſettled,” RL 


ervant * FRY 3 
babe cengagd/in. Diſputes with /erzous Men, 
differing: from him in Opinion about Reli- - | 
gious Matters, He muſt not, in his Defend- | 
ing what he thinks to be Important Ti I 1 


Suppoſt ing, 055 „ thee: 


be Contentious, bur nen which i is the 


Wit Thing: 8 1 propos dt to \ conſider. 


ve ery Learned and very G Men Fn ; 
been often diſappointed of the Proper and 


Defireable Fruit of their Labours, when, 
through Prejudice or Paſſion, they have de- 


parted from the Gentleneſs recommended in 


the Text, whether in their Conver/ation or 


Writ ings. The Service they have Intended, 
and have been Able to do their Maſter, hath 


not been done. It is well if the Cauſe of 
their Maſter, under their Conduct and Ma- 


nagement hath not been Hurt. If therefore 


this e 5 be not in the Temper, it muſt 
iſcretion of the Servant. The 


be in the 


Appearance and Opinion of it is neceſſary to 


the Purpoſe of doing Servzee.. It is an Art 
that muſt be learnt. It is a Character that 
muſt be aſſum d. Where ever there is ſuch a 


our, as that, for the Good that may be 
„ done | 


A . " 
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the Univer fy of Ora.” 5 9 


done by it, Centleneſs ſhall be thought really 


to be, where naturally it is not, chere is a 


moſt virtuous Diſſimulation. 
I deny not, but that there may, occaſionally, 


be ſome Difficulty in it, ariſing cither from 


the Temper of the Servant, or the Wayward- 


neſs of Thoſe, with whom, in the Courſe of 
his Miniſtration, he muſt converſe: but, ſo 
there may in the Exerciſe of any Other Vir- 
tue, till the Conſideration of the Reaſon of 
the Thing, Habitual Practice, and certain 
Conqueſts, reviewed with Pleaſure, have aſſur d 
us, that it is not only a Superable Task, but 
an Apreeable and Uſeful Exerciſe. 

But, were the Difficulty found to be In/i- 
perable by the Servant, after He ſhould have 


taken true Pains with Himſelf to Conquer it, 
yet this would till be the Conſequence, that, 5 


though, according to the Pains he had taken, 
he would be the Better Man, yet, in the ſame 
degree, in which he ſhould have fail'd of 


| Succeſs, he would be a Deficient Servant. 
For, towards thoſe who Dzfer from him in 


Opinion, is Gentleneſs eſpecially requir d; 


there being no Other way by which they will 


ſubmit to be Approach d. There is no Room 
for him to exerciſe this Virtue towards thoſe 
with whom he Agrees, For, towards he 


All Men are Gentle, | even ſuch as are not of 


a Gentle Nature. 


I need not ſay, that the leſs. Prepard we arc 
to engage in Diſputes with Others, who feem 


to differ from us, the more Gentle we ſhould 
C be. 
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the, Lord hath done all that a Servant can do. 


=: AStrxoN preached before 


be. For, if we have not well conſider'd the 
Subject of Difference, we may not, for the 


preſent, be Certain, Whether they Do differ 


from us or no. And very precipitate, abſurd, 


and unſeemly would it be indeed, to ew 
any Diſlike, much more any Contempt of 
Perſons for Varying from us in their Opinions, 


when they do not Vary; or, if they do, whilſt 


we are UBprepares to ſhew them wherein they 


Err. 

But, if the Servant of the Lord be never 
ſo well prepar'd to Explain and Eſtabliſh the 
Precepts and Doctrines of the Goſpel, and to 
Convince Men of their Departures from the 


Truth, as it is in Chriſt Feſis, and doth In- 
tend this carneſtly, as a Matter of the greateſt 


Importance to them, yet, in Prudence, he will 


not doi itin a Way likely to defeat his LOG 
Deſign. 


He will only ſay, what he hath to 95 in 
Terms plain and explicit; and with a View 


fully to Inform, and as Offen as there ſhall 
ſeem to be Occaſion; and at a Seaſon moſt 
likely to have Effect; and in a Manner leaſt 
likely to Offend. | 


Whether 2487 he ſhall inſtruct them in, 


or perſuade them to, will be duly Regarded, | 


depends no further on the Servant, than that 


he be careful there be nothing in His Con- 


duct towards them, that may incline them to 5 


Diſregard it. 


This Point being ed, d, the Servant of | 


The 


1 


do more, if Men are in good earneſt Deſirous 
to Know the Truth, and to Believe and 


Live according to it. He will Enligbten 
their Underſtandings. He will I their 


Wills. . His Grace will be ſafficient for them. 


But the Servant of the Lord muſt not /#rive 


in a manner unbecoming a Servant. He is 
intruſted with a Meſſage. All that is requir d 
of Him is, that He be found Faithful in 


Delivering it. If there be any Doubt about 


the Meaning of it, He can only relate how 
He himſelf underſtands it, and Argue how 


reaſonable it is, that Others ſhould ſo under; | 
ſtand 1 it too. 
If they do not immediately comprebiend | 


him, if they are ſow in collecting the Force 


of his Arguments, He is not to be Impatient ; 


He is not to upbraid them with Srupidity in 
not ſeeing this Force, or with Diſengenuity in 


not Ouning it; Imputations, whilſt what is im- 


puted is uncertain, at once #7mannerly, and un- 
charitable, and, if Truc, unneceſſary. They will 


look upon "ſuch a Procedure as a Degree of Vio- 


lence intended to Awe them into a Reſgna- 
tion of their preſent Perſuaſions, to Compel 


them to an implicit Submiſſion to His Opi- 
nion, and to cxtort from them the Liberty 


they have to Judge for themſelves, WHICH im- 


| plies Incompetency to do it. 


But, hardly is there a Man, who, in in point 


of Senſe, views himſelf in ſo diſadvantagecus 


A Lg bt, as to conſider himſelf of no kind of 


. V 


the Univerfi ty of Oxronb. It 


The Maſter can do more, indeed, and will 


as often out of Humour with others, as they 
shall appear to think this of him. That which 


thought Himſelf not to have it, and, accord- 
ingly be diſregarded in what he hath to offer as 


ſhall ſcem to have of their Underſtanding. 
-onr Saviour's Eſtimate, to Him who ſhall ſay 


anngt be ſaid without *. ſo much 
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Value, nor worthy of any the leaſt Regard, 
Self- love, univerſally implanted in human 
Naturc, will not ſuffer him to do this. If he 
could do it, he would be, in a good degree, 
Unhappy. He would be as often out of Hu- 


mour. with himſelf, as He ſhould think of it; 
and we may therefore conclude, He will be 


diſtinguiſhes Men from Brutes being their 
Reaſon, and that which diſtinguiſhes Men from 
Men, being their Superior Reaſon, a Good 
Vnderſtauding is of ſo high a Price, that laſt 
of all will Auy be brought to yield that they 
have it not, at leaſt, in Matters that have lain 
in their Way to Conf, der, in Matters that. are 
Prapos d to their Conſii Aeration; ; which very 
Propoſal being an Appeal to their Under- 


funding, e i them to have it. And he 
who ſhall undervalue it in Others, will be 


the Refult of it. 

Hence it is that ſo many pos Are : 
given in Scripture to behave in ſuch a man- 
ner as not to give Offence. by the Dimmution 
of it in Auy; ſince, naturally, Men will have 
the better Opinion of any One, the better He 


Hence ariſes the Sin, and the Danger, in 


to his Brother, Than Fool: Foraſmuch as this 


. 


be what they will. 


ſſnes that of the Reaſau of the thing, (which 
to Rational Creatures is Cogency ſufficient, at 
3 caſt for the Aoknowledgment of the Truth, 

if not for the Practice of it) will always 
meet with Oppoſition where Men can be fe, 


4 
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Diſpleafur _ againſt him, and ſo much IA. 


Will to him, and ſo much Contempt of him, 
as will naturally be follow'd by reciprocal 
Di/mclination and Diſſaffection, and an utter 


| Refuſal to be Guided or Directed by Him, 


let his Talents for Conviction or Reformation 


* 


But, in how ſlender a degree ſoever any 


Man hath Underſtanding, yet, if He think it 
ſufficient to Guide him, he muſt be at Liberty 
to make U/e of it, and, if He pleaſes, to 


Rely upon it. If, thinking it Incompetent for 
the Purpoſe, He will follow the Judgment of 


Another, He will ſtill think he hath Unger- 
ſtanding enough to chooſe Whe/e Lin: age 
hae ſhall follow. He will not follow 


zs, to 
be ſure, who, he thinks, dath not uſe him 


well: Nor will he ever believe he is /o defi- 


cient in Underſtanding, as not to know en 
he is well uſed. „„ evan 
Any kind of Force, which the Servant of 
the Lord ſhall attempt to uſe in order to 


bring Men over to his different Opinion, be- 


and Compliance in Appearance only where 
they cannot. Nor can it poſſibly be other- 
wiſe. For though Men may be forc'd to Do 


as he would have them do, yet they cannot 
be forc'd to Think as he would have them 


think, 
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think. They cannot, often, Think as they 


would themſelves. eG cafielt and moſt na- 


tural way of inducing them to Think as he 


would have them, is, to Behave, in the gene- 
ral, towards All "Mankind, and towards 


Theſe, in particular, whoſe Notions he would 


rectify, in ſuch a manner, as that they may, 
in the firſt place, Think well of Him. For, 
in the Errors, from which he propoſes to 
Reform them, they follow Leaders whom 
they 40 think well of, and zherefore follow 


them. 


Disfavour to the Rechner, who would induce 
other Sentiments. In all which Caſes it is 
evident how neceſſary it is, that Thoſe, whom 


we would Convince, ſhould have a good Opi- 
nion of us. For, where the Reaſon of the 
thing is not diſcern' d, a good Opinion of the 
Reaſoner is in the room of Reaſon, and is 


That alone which Perſuades. Where there is 


a Prejudice in favour of earlier Inſtitutions, 


the Reaſoner muſt take his Chance. But he 


will have a better Chance if there be 'not © | 


alſo a Prejudice in Disfavour of Him; and a 


better Hill, if his Amzable Qualities have con- 
ciliated Favour to him. For, where there is 
1 Opinion, or Diſa Hection, it extinguiſnes 
the Deſire, if not to Learn, yet to Learn of 
Him. They will not ſo much as * 5 
bs 


704 pos 
HR r ents ore 
. 


If the Reaſon of the thing be at any time 

mnſufficient, it is either becauſe the Weight of 
it is not diſcern'd; or that Men are preju- 
dicd in favour of Earlier Inſtitutions; or in 
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amples of their Anceſtors. 


Way, yet ſtill they have been led into it from 
their Infancy, and have therein continu'd, 
through the Effeem and Aﬀettion they have 


the ge 2 if Oxronb. I '5 


75 to the Place of Hearing what he hath to fay. | 
Or, if they do, it is, probably, with Hopes 


of finding ſomething Amiſs in what he ſays. 
Or, if they are ſo far convinc'd, that they 
cannot themſelves Refute what is ſaid, yet 


they will ſuſpect, that ſtill it ay be Refured. 


Non F erſuadebis, etiamſi Perſuaſeris. 
Were the Minds of Perſons to be taught 


in 2quilibrio; were they indifferent to theſe 
or other Tenets in Religion; and wanted 
only to receive Inclination from Conviction, 
yet till the Argument made uſe of for this 
Purpoſe would abate of its Force, if there | 


was Di/affeion to the Propoſer of it. 


But, Multirudes are found to be already in 
* Way of Worſhipping and Serving God 


agreeable to carly Inſtitutions, and the Ex- 
Be this a wrong 


had for thoſe who have preceded and guided 


them in it. Here is then a Prejudice to be 


gotten oyer: a Difficulty, which the Servant of 


| the Lord, preſerving Mens good Opinion of 


him, and intreating the Aſſiſtance of his 


| Maſter, may hope to ſurmount; but neglect· 


ing his proper Character, and thereby pra. 


z another Prejudice, muſt for ever deſpair of 
E doing. | 


Whoever, then, ſhall offer to ſhew theſe 
Men a better Path, muſt, beſides his Reaſor- 


ing clearly upon it, free them from all Kind 
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of Apprehenſion, as to the manner of Spirit 
he 1c of. He muſt create in them an Opi- 
nion of Gent/eneſs, Goodneſs, Meekneſs in 
Himſelf; and of his good Will towards 
Them; that he would not for any Conſidera- 
tion M;ſzuide them; that he walks aprightly 
in this Path himſelf, without any Deviation 
from it ; that he hath-no other View in point- 
ing it out to them, but the *Dz/charge of his 


Commiſſion to ſhew it, and the Safety, he 


is perſuaded they will find in it; that, how- 
ever, be it never ſo ſafe in the Judgment He 
forms of it, yet, he doth not take upon him 
to Compel Men to go into it; that he only 


Invites, and Exhorts, and carneſtly Intreats, 


that they would do ſo; but that whether they 


will or no, he will Acquieſce in having de- 


liver d his Meſſage to them; and that whether 
they ſball or no, he will live in Amity with 


them, and do good Offices to them, and re- 


ceive good Offices from them, juſt as he 


would do, if They belicy'd in all things juſt 
Il˖t is not ſufficient, then, for the Conviction 


or Reformation of others, that the Preacher 


hath Learning and Eloquence, Qualities which 
- Men Admire, if he have not Thoſe alſo which 
Men Love. Where theſe unite with the pro- 


per Powers to Teach and to Perſuade, there 


is great Opinion, great Affection, and the cer- 


tain Conſequence of theſe, Great Authority. 


Whom we thus Gently approach we ſhall 


find more Teachable as well as more Tractalle. 


| They 


_w_ Univerf Hy. of ch 17 


They will not only more eaſily ſubmit to be 
Tonversd with, but they will liſten to us alſo 
with a cloſer Attention, what we ſay will be 
'#Z allow fuller Conſideration, gain readier Ad. 
miſſion, make a deeper Impreſſion. They 
will the ſooner. be inclin'd to Think in Reli- 
gious Matters as we do, when they find this 
Fruit of Our Religion. Nor ſhall we have 
advanc'd a little way towards Convincing 
thoſe who Differ from us, when once we ſhall 
have gain d their Inclination to Agree with us. 
Whereas Ungentleneſs will have the Appear- 
ance of Enmity. After which, all Applica- 
tions to them, under Pretence of having in 
View their Temporal and Eternal Good, (great 
Motive to Attention where it is beliey d) will 
be in vain. For, they will fay to us, You are 


R Not belieyd. It is not uſual for an Enemy to 
? Intend Good. You are ſuſpected of Deſizn, 
and of Inpatience to accompliſh it. We are 
— apprehenſive you want only to Increaſe your 
Party. And we are already appris d, that even 


Falſe Teachers will compaſs Sea and Land, in 
1 order to gain even One Proſelyte. In your 
i Manner of Convincing us you ſeem to intend 
h to Reproach us, and to Shame us, to Inſult 
h and Triumph over us, and to Expoſe us to 
5 Deriſion and Abuſe. You are Angry with us 
0 95 what we cannot Help. And, often, have- 
= Miſtaken us, you Miſrepreſent us. And 
though, in Inquiries after Truth, there is no 


chore room ior FF, than theres tt e = 
2 yet; you are Witty en us, or Aim to 1 
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| be ſo at leaſt, (ſhrewd Sign of Contem pt!) 


and cxaſperate us by the Delight you Tk 


ts take in being ſo. How juſtly, therefore, 


may we Anſwer. you in the Words of holy 
Fob, to his indiſcreet Friends, How forcible 
<« are RichT Words * what doth Lou 


_« Arguing Reprove? 


I come now, in the Third and Laft Place, 
to ſhew, That the Servant of the Lord, with 
reſpe& to thoſe Who are committed to his 
Care, muſt be Apt to Teach. 


Aprneſs to Teach implies, firſt, a Diſpoſi tion, 


or Readineſs in the Perſon to Teach, who is 
here advisd to be Apr; And, Secondly, his 


Fitneſs to do it, or his Qualifications for the 
Office in Other reſpects. 72 

The. Dz/poſition he hath to enter into the 
Clerical = founded in his: Liking the 
Profeſſion, and his Preferring it to any Other; 
and in a Conſtiouſneſs that He hath the pro- 
per Powers to be Uſeful in it; and in a Per- 
ſuaſion that he ſhall apply himſelf to the Dif 


charge of the ſeveral Duties of it with Plea- 


ſure, is the True Diſpoſition to Teach, or the 
True Genius to the Profeſſion: and what, as 


1 apprehend, the Church, in the Ordination | 
| Office, terms, <A being INWARDLY MOVD 


by the HoLy Ghosr to take upon him this 
Office and Miniſtration; and again, A 


ce 


„ N 


being CALL'D to the Miniſtry of the Church 


4p n to the Will of our Lord Feſus 


42 3 For this en ſo founded, 
this 
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the Univerſity of Ox ro 19 
this n to the Profeſſion, is not only the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoft, but a ſecret Intima- 

tion alſo, or Monition, or Direction from the 
Holy Ghoſt, that being thus Diſposd, Pre- 

par d, and fitted to promote the Glory of God, 

and the Edifying of his People by Teaching, he 
ſhould take upon him that Employment. | 
But a bare Diſpoſition to Teach, is not a 
Motion from the Holy Ghoſt ; a bare Inclina- 

ion to it, is not a Call to the Miniſtry, with- 
out proper Powers, or A tneſſes, or Fit- 
neſſes, or Qualiſications for it, in Other Re- 
ſpects, any more than the Plebeian s Inclina- 

lion to become a Philoſopher, upon his have- 
ing heard Jocrates ſpeak divinely, is a Genius 
to Philoſophy. : 


lei Fimneſſer, or Rualifications to Teach, 
are, 


Knowledge of Letters. 
Sanctity of Life. 

L Dibiponcs 3 in Duty. 
Prudence in Conduct. 


1. K. nowledge of Letters. The Heat of 
the Church upon Earth is Militant, always in 
Danger, often in Diſtreſs. Whether the 
Enemy She is afraid of be either Spiritual or 
Carnat it is fit She ſhould be upon her Guard, 
mn # Poſture of Defence, in a Readineſs to 
| contend: for the Faith once deliver d unto the 

Saints, and, though ä Peace, yet Pre- 
45 par d for War. 


By Learning, 


20 ASERMON preached before 
Learning, with Fkill to make uſe of it, in 
thoſe who wait at her Altars, is the Armour 
in which She Truſts, though not the M hole 
Armour neceſſary for the Chriſtian Warfare. 
By theſe Meapons, however, ſhe is to be Sup- 
ported in the Belief of the Doctrines, and in 
the Practice of the Duties of the Religion 
ſhe hath eſpous d. And the Church can no 
more. be ſaid to be in a proſperous Condition 
without this Aid, than a Kingdom liable to 
be Divided within itſelf, or Invaded by a 
foreign Enemy, without Military Force di- 
re&ed by Wiſe Counſel. 5 

But unleſs Theſe ſo neceſſary Endowments 
be accompanied with Others, as neceſſary to 
her Safety, theſe Alone will not be ſufficient 
to protect her. For if what Service Men Do 
her by their Parts and Learning, they Undo 
by Failures in their Moral Character, the Merit 
is over-balanc'd by the Demerit. The Cauſe 
that was Defended is Betrayd. The Argu- 
ment that cannot be Diſprov d, is, however, 
SuſpefFed. Here is the Repute of Learning to 
the Men, but not the Beneſit of it to the 
Church. Therefore, 


85 San#ity of Life is tis Qualification | 
fitting and enabling the Servant of the Lord 
to Teach. 


| This EE in the Notion of 3 it, All that 
Religion and Virtue, which the Clerical Order 
is inſtirured to promote, 


That 


the Univerſity of Oxxorn, 21 
That Men of this Order have ſeparated 
nies from all Other Employments, and 
Devoted themſelves wholly to the Promoting 
of Religion and Virtue amongſt Men, is Sanctity 
of Character. If Sanctity of Life anſwer this 
Character, they are, in this reſpect, excellently 
Qualified for the promoting of Religion and 
Virtue amongſt Men. For, fo far, they will 
be Belov'd, Reſpected, Rever'd ; ſo far will 
they reſtrain many from the Comm, jon of Sin, 

at leaſt, in their Sight, or that may come to 
their K nowledge; ;"ſo far will they Countenance 
many in the Practice of Virtue, and Invite 
many to an Imitation of thoſe Virtues Which 
in them appear ſo lovely; ſo far will they be 
prepar d occaſionally to Reprove, Rebuke, and 
Exhort with greater Authority, and without 
any Miſgiving of Heart that it will be ſaid to 
any of them, Thou, that teacheſt Another, 

% Teacheſs thou not Thyſeltf?? 

But even This Fitneſs to Teach, is not, Alone, 
ſufficient, without the Former Qualification, 
eſpecially in an Age ſo Inquiſitive, ſo Penetrate- 
ing, and ſo Contending, that what is ſaid to be 
True, ſhould &e Falſe. So that, if there be a 
Mant of Proper Learning; if what they would 
induce a Belief and Practice of, they cannot 
ſet in ſuch a Light, as that the fame ſhall ap- 
* pear Credible and Reaſonable, they may be in 
Danger of having it imputed to them, that 
- Ignorance 18 indeed the Mother of THEIR 
> Mn 7 fo ic Alters poſcit 1 Res. 


0 4 Gund 0 acl aer oft 
3- If, with theſe Preparations to Teach in 


- the beſt manner, there be yet a Want of Di. 


figence in the Performance of this Duty; if 
the Parts, and Learning, and Eloquenee of the 
_ Clergy, are Inemploy d, or Otherwiſe nomad 
than in Promoting Religion and Vimue; 
Sanctity of Life be Recluſe; If ſo 8 a- 
Light ſome not before Men, that they may behold 
it, and be Led and Guided by it into every 80% 
Path; If there be nat a Warchfulneſs to give 
Naticc of the Approach of Danger to thoſe 
committed to their Cares a Coucern leſt they 
ſbould Incur it; :a Jalicitude to Redeem them 
from it, if haply they ſhall have fallen into it; 
and ſcaſonable 7 uſtruct ion how to avoid it for 
the future; there will not be in the Servant 
of the Lord that Aptneſs to Teach, which his 
Maſter doth Intend — Require there ſnould. 
Thoſe who enter into Haly Orders accept a 
Truft; and, without Diligence in Duty, do 
35 Anſwer the — reposd in them, 
Arte not Faithful, are not Juſt, are not Honeſt. 
There is a Work, and there are Mages; and 
the Wages are for the Work. If it be true, 
that the Labourer is worthy F his Hire, it is 
not leſs true, that the Hire is worthy of a ; 
_Gourer. And if, in the eg of the La- 
bourer, the Hire, at an) time, be but Small, 
yet the Dury is not therefore to be done 
Negligently. The Duty is ſuch, as that the Pre- 


ſent and Future Happineſs of. Multitudes de - 


pends. on it's being Mell perfomt d. The Hire, 
e mall, is Accepted. Diligence * 
15 = 7 ce. 


AS cannot therefore want Leifure to d6 the 2 


= leſs than 


„ Oihere 25 1 would have. 
nploy d. He hath ne Other Employment, 


Duties of This in the beſt manner. 


4. Prudence in Condutt may well be teckondt 
4 Qualification to Teach, fince This is the SEX. 3 


Seer that any Other ſhall be of: Uke.. 


Diligence, if not under the Direction of . 
: dence, may Intrude, be Officious, : Unſcaſon- 


able, Offenſive: - The Diligent hath an End 


in View. -Sach Steps Ft are to be taken as 


Conduce to it. Intempefttuity is Diligence to 
Pre went what he aims to Accompliſſi. If he 


Would reclaim the Sinner, and think. 4 
nition proper for this Purpoſe, he will confider. 
_ alſo. what Opportunity is proper; and what 


Manner of Addreſs. is proper, His Intention 
s to Cain his Brother. F his Brother will Hear 
Him, he 2 have gain d his Brother., That 
his Brother may hear him, he will conſider his 
Temper, his Condition in the World, his Age, 
the Time, the Place. As Theſe differ, the 
3 „ in Frudence, will be different. 


7 
x F 4 


In e maaner, Parte, and Fenn Zuck 
15 " Bloquence applied to Reform from Vice, no 
ian to Convince of Errar, will fail = 
the! Rez gard Men ſhould have for theſe ate 
* Endowments, and, conſequently, of their 
E Influence, if the Argument we uſe for 15 
Furpoſe de accom anicd with perſonal Re- 
#l on on | occaſion. * 8 M. r 
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ſtandings, or with Expreſſions of 4perity to- 


wards any Sec or Party differing from us in 
Notions whether Religious or Political. Fi or, 
in theſe Caſes, the Audience will only be in-- 
ſtructed with whom the Preacher is 175 ſpleas d. 
The Duty that was to have been inforc d is left 
to ſhift for itſelf. Here is a Yeakneſs crept 
into the Argument which is taken ſpecial No- 
tice of, and the Strength of it is Overlook'd. 


All that the Preacher ſhall ſay of Duty, inter- 


mix d as it is with foreign, and eſpecially with 
offenſive Matter, will go for nothing. The 
Affair of Duty, What Men ought to Believe 


and Do, was the Preachers Only Concern. If 


He appear, not to be concern d about Thzs, or 
not ſufficiently, (as he will, if he be concern d 


about any thing elſe) neither probably will the 
Hearer. The Hearer may ſuppoſe the Preacher 
to be the beſt Judge, what is of the greateſt 


Importance. Nor ought any One to be ſur- 
pris d if his Attention ſhould be chiefly to 


That which was chiefly deſign'd for his Tg : 


tainment; or, if This ſhould 5 All that he will 
Remember; or, if this ſhould not Improve 
him in Chriſtian Knowledge, but be Matter 


of Amuſement only, if he was Untouch'd, or, 


of Reſentment, if Hurt. Through his Impru- 
dence He is the Occaſion that his Valuable _ 
Talents ſhall be of no Uſe towards the Attain- 
ment of the very End he pretends to be in 
Purſuit of: whereas Reaſoning upon the 


proper Subject of Diſcourſe with Dignity, with 
8 * 3 with Ingenuity and 


Candor, 
4 | 


1 2 Univerſ fy of Orr. 2 * 
Tk. | „might have had Force lupe and 


not have created in any One any Prejudice 


againſt the Truth, any Diſinclination to ac- 
Knowledge ir. But Religion and Virtue are 


not likely to be promoted by à Conduct in 
the Writer or Preacher, that is Itſelf a wes oe 


rare from ien and Virtue... deer 


In like manner Sanity of Life, b hbwever 


ory in Conviction of the abſolute Neceſ- 
fity of it in Clerical Men, tothe ſavingthei Own 

Souls, and the Souls of thoſe that Hear them, 
may yet, by Failures in Prudence, fail Itſelf If of 
Reſpert, and conſequently of Influence” 1 


To Be Good, and to be Satisfied of one's 
Own Sincerity, is not ſufficient. There will 


: be aFailurein Prudence, if this do not Appear 8 
alſo, and be not Believd to be what it appears. 
Jo be Really good, is primarily neceſſary to 


preſerve the Appearance of Goodneſs. For, 


dtherwiſe, This cannot be long maintain'd. 
For Simulation will ſometimes forget that She 


is acting a Part. This Foundation being once 


laid, that, in Prudence, is to be done, which 
| will make it Credible, and that, in Prudence, 
: forborn, which may renderit Suſpefted, 


Where True Goodneſs i is, no Pains are neceſ- 


in lay to make it A ear, or be Believ „ "The - 
uniform Tenor, of Life and Converſation will 
ſhew it. The Care which, in Prudence, Men 


ate to take, is, that A Fectations, Oſtentations, 
Auſterities, Levities, Mant of Temper, do not 
intermix with Sanctity of Life, and contribute 
Dew its * or occaſion it to be Die 

E belieud, 


26 ” ane ab before. 


believ'd, and, 1 T to fail 1. f thed 40 
fir d Influence in Teaching. ä 


By "Azpacrarion.d it will 20. For 4 TY 
„being a Departure from what is Sim ple 15 
th hl is always miſtruſted. Accordin | 
amples have been ſet by Men of Ae 
Conſtitutional Piety, (which will 1 N 4 2a 
to be Affected) which Sober, Wile, and Vir- 
tuous Men have not thought it e. to 
Imitate; which mapy, Fr iring to R 
have given over the Purſuit 5 and fallen 
even of that va tee of Goodneſs the mig 
have attain d; h, after having oni 
the Ignotant, _ pr lembled 3 Curious in 
Multi 9 5 for a while, have; in the end, ſe 
ziſtreſs ſcruſ fa and tender lin 


which he — not the 10 25 Fruit? POE: 
The D:ſolute, who faw through the Hypo- 
ctiſy- of thoſe Times, comforted themſelves 
Wich ſuppoſing, that all Pretences to Picty and 
Goodneſs were no better founded than in Views 
of ptivate Ends; whillt- Others of a better 
Mind, telolving, r as far from all 4 2 
70 8 2 55 tal . 
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mf will Believe, or Hope, or Fa 
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tation as was poſſible, — ſhy of App aring 
Openly to be fo good as they. really were; 
whereby Religion loſt its Proper Countenance.” 


And again, What is gain'd to the Credit and | 


Intereſt of True Religion, in the preſent Age, 


1 by A Fektations of extraordinary Santtity, the 
Reſult, as is pretended, of Inſtantancous Rege. 


neration? Men are taught to attend to a ſud- 


den Impulſe of the Spirit, by which the New 


Birth is wrought ; which, however, is not ſo 
deſcrib'd, as that any Man living can diſcern, 
whether he Fee! ; it or no; and yet it is made of 
ſuch Importance to Salvation, that, bei it at the 


| Peril of his Soul, if He Feel it not. rt. 


The Natural Conſequence of which is, That 


ter themſelves, that they Do feel this Impulſe 
in order to get rid of the Terror of Damnation 


tor chere is a ſort of Elaſticity, if I may ſo eall 
it, in Human Nature, which, upon every Preſ. 
ſure, endeavours to recover itſelf into the 
8 former State of Eaſe and Tranquility); whilſt 


Others, who feel nothing of it, (hot 2 
Spring enou h fer this Purpoſe) are ove 
Wheim d wi tho Perplexity and Horror . 


'ſequent upon their Bclicf, that Ter N Ruin 


is their Dom. MD 8 82 4 
Much more Apr to T 7 wb ts: He; "who 4 


4 not upon Men already born of Water and of 
"the Holy Ghoſt, according to the Inſtitition of 
our Bleffed Saviour, to be born aguin by an 


Impulſe, or Inward: "Feeling, or 2 ſhall'be 


| Interpreted by themſelyes to be ſos" but Dili x 


ny, or Flat 
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What is therein Commanded or Forbidden; 
and to be Careful to Do the One, and ta 
Forbear the Other; and if through Igno- 

rance, or Inadvertence, or Surprize,or Strength 
of. Paſſion, there be Departures from this ſure 
Rule of Life, to lament them, and to be more 
Watchful over their Conduct for the future, 
and to beg of God to aſſiſt them to do his 

Will. But if any think they have found Aa 

nearer way to Salvation, 1 cannot ſay they are 

not Perſuaged of it. To their un e 

chen muſt Aale or fall. A get 4p 


But not only 4 Nofbation: of * Sangity - 
than can conſiſt with the Frailties of Human 
Nature, but OsrENTATION of that L Degree of 
it which in this Life is Attainable, and Matter 
of Duty, is ſuch a Failure in Prudence in the 
Teacher, that he ſhall have leſs In ne, and 

conſequently, be leſs Apt to Teach hes 
For, Oſtentat ion is a kind of Force 1 us d to- 
Wards Men to Oblige them to ſee Our Virtues, 
which, otherwiſe they would readily enough 
have ſeen, but which, when Obtruded upon 
them to be taken notice of, make them ſharp- 
ſighted and inquiſitive into our Defetts.. They 
begin toapprehend, that a Diminution of every 
thing good in Themſelves is Intended, and that 
their Quay Virtugs are to be extinguiſb d by 
this ſuperior Glare; and from hence grow 
Peeviſh and Diſinclin d to allow that Goodneſs 
in us, which, if it had been more Modeſt and 
Neſerud, would not have been leg Seen, and 
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- Hearts of Men with greater Deſire of attaining 


like Excellence: and indeed with Reaſon; for 


where there is a Vanity, and a fond Conceit 
of Goodneſs, there IS leſs Goodneſs, For th e 


are ſuch Abatements to be made in the Effi 
mate of the Goodneſs of the beſt Men, that i 
Man cannot be Conceited of his Goodneſs, and 
Be Good; nor, conſequently, Appear to "By 
Fgnecired, aud Ake to be Good. 


5 


Again, Ae in the Teacher, whe- 
ther this appear in Unneceſſary Severities to- 


Wards Himſelf, or Heavy Impoſitions on Others 
_ Grievous to be born, is a Failure in Prudence, 


if his Deſign be to Proſelyte Men to Chriſtia- 


nity. My 7oak, faith our Saviour, is Eaſy, 

and My . Burthen is Light. My Ways, faith 
Wiſdom, are Ways of Pleaſuntneſs, and My 
Paths are Peace. The Service of God is not 
a Whimfical, but a Reaſonable Service. It is 
a Service that is perfect Freedom, when unin- 


cumbred with & trictne es that are not founded 


in Religion, but in Miſtakes about Religion. 
Even Self denial, the great Characteriſtick of 
the Chriſtian, is Abſtinence from that only 


Which will Hurt. Not Suffering, but the Ef- 


fects of Suffering, conſtitute the Chriſtian; 
and therefore Sufferings are no longer Good, 


than they Produce Good. 
| However, therefore, Men may have bern 


"ſear d by Miſrepreſentations, „there is nothing 
rightful in Religion, A dark, gloomy, ſe- 
vere, dejected Countenance may be the Coun- - 

; ce, of Men Low-ſpirited, Ignorant, or Af. 
fectedl ; 
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felted; but is not Thar of Religion.” Religion, 
Yiew at a proper Point of Sehr, hath a very 


Beautiful Face. It is Innocent, and very Care- 


Amends. 


well as ever it can. 


ful not to Hurt any body; or, doing it inad- 
vertently, is Uneaſy till it hah made him 
It always Means well, and Does as 
Tf it Offends, it wants to 


be Reconcil d; Confeſſes its Fault; Prays to be 


Forgiven; is deſitous to be Inform d; is leſs 


Adventurous; z more Circumſpect; Senſible of 
its Own Frailty ; Forgives every body; Abounds 


„ 


in J will; Delights in Good. offices; keeps 
itſelf clean; Is Pleacd with itſelf; Looks 
Chearful; I. chearful. 


| then will any 
One be 10 Indiſerest, as to dreſs this Lovely 


Form in ſuch a Fri ighrful Manner, as to Ter- 
57 the N bed of Tpuiting him to, 
embrace ae | F G 


But if e are cappella as they'd dic ; 


courage Men from entring upon a Reli 


- qo 
"Courle of Life, Levirties are not lefs fo, as 


th 


"Alien to their 'Defign, than to give Men G 2 
Fortunities to obſerve, that their Attentiom is, 
13 a manner ie > ken off from this One 


they tempt Men to think there is no Need to 
be Serious, even in Seriops Matters. 


For, ſince to Promote Religion i is what Cl. 


cannot more E ett ually 
by Securing an Opinion in Thoſe, whom they : 
would have to be. Religious, that they have 
nothing ſo much at heart, What can he more 


"rical Men profcfiedly undertake ; and ſince 
promote it, than 


vw 


| i. a. ¶⁰ th I. ]ĩ é ““ ̃è ¹ůk Bo ⸗ ‚ n 


every onè Int 
to intend, the Promotion of Piety and Firtue; 


Syman may 


3 
e 
X | 
6, , 
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"1 Uninerfy of ca WT 
rious . which, if Innocent in themſelves, 


yet; hurting the Clerical Character, and weakew 


ing Ka Credit and Influe 

"tris not fm . Pat that a Cg. 
an in a alete affected Dre/3, alte 
hewing with what Neluckance he 
from the Lay Habit, and — to the 
Clerical, : as ie he hoped; to be till Undiftin: 
guid ; and, purſuing wig ew and Paſtimes 
with a keener Appetite than could become 


Ss are 108 Jo; * 


een That Part of the Laity that vould be 


thought to be Men of any Buſmeſs ; and id 
far recedi g from the Dign, „of his Q@ 
as to be Delighted, or at leaſt not to be 
pleas u, with Converſation. that muſt offend 
ending, and-eſpecially Profefiing 


a Aſſociating himſelf to 1 er 
ducation, whether as A 11 
e Diverſions, or as Partiſans in Private 


| 


Schemes, and- eſpecially if they are Men of 


Trreligious or Immoral Lives, which maſt here 
be Overlook d, or diſpens d with Uareproud 
1 fay; it is not Impaſſible but that ſuch a Cler- 
be Able to ſatisfy the Doubrs of 
the Scrupulous Chriſtian," and ſet his poor, 
trembling Heart at Reſt: But, for all this, he 
will not generally be Thought to be ſo; or, ;if 
he Should, yet Few will Adventure to Open 
themſelves to him withany Confidence that he. 
| bs Fit to be Traſted with what they have to ſay. 
But, were it true, that Iliterate Men M, "mp 


Jug of theſe Matters, yet if Their good 


Opinion 
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Opinion of him be nereſſury to his having 
Sufficient Authority with them to direct and 


guide them in the Paths of Holineſs and Virtue, 
he muſt abridge himſelf of theſe Liberties, 
however Innocent, ſince they are "Unneceſſary, 


rather than give ſuch Offence, as will make his 


Miniſtry amongſt them of no Uſe.” But let 


him be aſſured; there can, here, be no Miftake. 


The Learned and 1 Hiterate a are "won of he 
morn aovcpand eos | 


The Laſt Thing 1 att mention as 4 Bg 


5 Opinion of Sandtity, and Influence in Teach- 


ing, and, e as Imprudent, is WANT 5 
of TEMPER. 


That Impatience or Want of Te emiper in ie 


7 Management of Religious Diſputes is a Failure 
in Prudence, hath already appeared, and Expe- 


rience ſufficiently ſhews, that Ic 1 is not leſs ſol in 
General Conduct. 
I do not fay, that, To bez Angry, fmply 


conſider d, is a Diminution bf the Clerical 


Character: For Anger, like all Other Paſſions, 
is implanted in Human Nature by the Creator 


for Wiſe and Good Purpoſes. Be ye Angry, 
and Sin not, ſuppoſes that a Man may be 


Angry, and yet Innocent. ' Nay, whenever 


Diſpleaſure ſhewn in a proper Degree, and 


proper Manner, would Preyent the Miſchief, 


or the Sin from being repeated, Not to be 
Angry, would Not be Innocent. Anger pro- 


perly exerted, is a very Fine Paſſion, and is 
often rightly counterfeited for the Service that 


: _ ve done by the bb on of ir, whilſt 


*V* VAE 


5 "#ilzarion, — every Man 
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it is thought to be Real. Anger is the very 
Paſſion which chiefly, keeps the World in 
Aue, ſo far as it is kept in Awe. What are 
the beſt Laws that have eyer been made, but 


the Effects of the Anger of the Legiſlature } | 


And What is it that hinders the Execution of 


the beſt Laws, but the 'Þydolence, and Inſenſi- 
bility, and G. emperlenity, and Dead Calmmeſs 

of Temper, or Want of Anger in the Subject: 
Let only the Caaſe be ſufficient to Warrant 
it, and the Degree of it be Proportionable, and 

4 the Manner not Offenſive, and the Duration 
no longer than the Occafion, Whoſoever is 
Angry within theſe Bounds cannot be ſaid to 


Mani Temper, but to be in Due Temper; and 


dis Anger nor to be Culpable, but Vit nous and 


TZauduble. 8 
But Anger ſhewn upon Trifling Occaſions 


Will Leſſen Opinion, becauſe it manifeſts a 


-Weakn rin Judgment, which A tehended T hat 


to be Great which was 'Lzttle; and, if in a 


great Degree, à greater Weakneſs, foraſmuch 


As the Judgment is ſtill more miſtaken, If ex- 


preſsd in Eunguage contumelious, virulent, 


abuſive, it will Leſſen Opinion, becauſe this 
ic want of Temper, Temper Unbridted, Un- 
q reſtrain d by due Reflection, a great Failure in 


Pr 


n ee, kf D. grate” to Liberal Education, 


wholly Unnece ry to any Virtuous Purpoſe, 
4 ase a Belief of Il. Mill to the Perſon, 
which no Man ſhould bear to Any, rarely pro- 


*curing Amendment, hardly admitting. Recon- 
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have brought about, who is either a Prudent 


Man, or a Chriſtian. RS 
If it be inquir d What is a | Cab of Anger, 


which in the Servant of the Lord will be 
allow'd to be Juſt; I Anſwer, That Conduct 


in the 8 or the Vicious, which Oppoſes, 


Retards, or Hinders Good; or, in other , 


the & 4 of his Miniſtrationn. 
The Servant of the Lord, if he be a Goo 


and Faithful Servant, cannot but have the 


Credit and Intereſt of that Religion at Heart, 
which his Maſter came to Eſtabliſh; cannot 
but uſe his utmoſt Diligence to bring it into 


Repute, and to Propagate it in the World; 


cannot but exceedingly Rejoice, if he hath but 


a rational and well-grounded Hope, that He is 


become an Inſtrument in the Hand of God for 
the Promoting of Piety and Virtue amongſt 


Menz and be exceedingly Griev/d, as often as 


he finds himſelf Diſappointed and Defeated in 


This View; and will therefore be Fuſtified in 


the Offence he rightly takes, and in the Re- 
ſentment he properly expreſſes againſt thoſe, 


Who, by their Irreligious and Immoral Con- 
verſation and Behaviour, by their N eglect or 
Contempt of Things Sacred or Serious, aim to 
render his Endcayours fruitleſs, and his La- 
ufs in the Service of his Lord Infi ignificant. 


17 — Conclude,. The Servant of the Lord 
muſt not Srrive, or enter into the Diſcuſſion 
of fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, ſuch as 
have no Relation. to his Maker s Service, be- 
low + 


low his Dignity, as well as beſide his Pur. 
pofe. Nor yet, in the Diſputes he may have 


emporal Emolument thereto: annex d be, as 


it ſhall happen, Great or Small. Neither let 


him Flatter himſelf, that nothing more is re- 
quifire to Convince and Reform Men, than to 


Know, and to be Able to Prove to them, in 
à clear manner, what is to be Belieuvd and 


Practiſed. This is Neceſſary, but it is not 
All that is fo. Such a Regard to his Own 
Character, and ſuch a Behaviour towards Them, 
is alſo Requir'd, as ſhall not fail to procure 
him their Eſteem, and their Affection. 


1 do not pretend, that the Ignorant, or the 


Obſtinate, or the Immoral, will always be Re- 


form d by the ſtrongeſt Arguments, laid be- 


fore them in the beſt Order, and preſs d upon 


them in the moſt affectionate Manner, by the 


moſt unexceptionable Perſon. It is very well, 
if we have Convinced them of Error, and 


have not Prejudic'd them againſt the Truth. 


If the Underſtanding be once Enlightened, 


the Will, in time, may be Obedient. Having 


F 2 "Bean 


with Conſcientious Men differing from him 
in Opinion, muſt he defend the moſt: Impor- 
tant Truths, in a Contentious Manner; for 
the Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſ-. 
neſs of Cod. Neither muſt he Intrude into 
the Sacred Office without being Call thereto 
by a True Inclination to the Office itſelf, 
founded in a Conſciouſneſs of the Powers 
50 to the due Diſcharge of it, let the 


been Careful not to Offend Any, it is very 
likely we may Gain Some. Events are in the 
Hands of God, Duty in Ours. If at laſt; 
our Labour of Love ſhould: be loſt to any of 
our unhappy Flack, it will not be loſt to 
Us. And though we may not be Able» to 
lead Others through the Paths of Virtue: to 
Eternal Reſt, yet ſhall we be ſure: to find 
the Way thither Ourſel ves, and each of us be 
receivd with This Commendation from our 
Heavenly Maſter ; Well done, thou good: and 
faithful Servant! Enter. thou into the oy 
of z Lor „„ EY | 
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0 ) the * made * 1 publiſh . 


this Sermon, and not receded from 
Hes the Publication of it, © That I have been 


<> guilty of an Overſight in making gig A | 
to ſignify the Dove of * which 


e properly ſignifies the Love of Contentions \ 


<<. and that the Word i importing the Love. f 
« #1 ictory ought to have been c] but 


ce that, Unfortunately for me, there WAS: 


< no ſuch Word in the Greek Language; 


I. anſ wer, That „en and dee 2 


I | and „lun and „e. Vittoria, are both de- 
riv'd,- in the Opinion of STEPHENS, from the 


privative Particle n uon and einen cedere,. 


not to yield; That, of the two Words moſt, 


commonly in Ut, van ®» and vin, the for- 
mer retains the Original «, the latter keeps 
the only, (with the Power of the Original "RY 
tho a common Vowel, being, in »:xy, ever long) 
to note the Difference of their Primary Signi- 
fications; 3 That „. primarily ſignifies Con- 
tenteon-in general, bur, as the Manner of Con- 
tention varies, admits of Various Interpreta- 5 
tions; in the Aoyopayia that of rixa, in the 
eee that of pugna; ; That C ene in 
; |  Eltacr 


either Caſe, is for Victory, and inſeparably at- 
tended with the Deſire of it; And that, from 
hence, tho @lAoverkic primarily ſignify the 
Love of Contention, yet doth it, as properly, 
ſignify the Love of Victory. Græci cont entio- 
nem q1)overiay vocant, id eſt, amorem Victoriæ, 
ſaith EsT1vs, p. 815. Par. Edit. which relating 
there to the aoyonayie, I tranſlated the Love 
of Victory, in the Diſpute, with great Safety. 
_ CONSTANTINE interprets @iAoventwo Contendo, 
as the General Import of the Word; rixor, as 
it hath a Relation to Verbal Conteſts; æmulor, 
as it reſpects a Deſire to excel in Art, or Vir- 
tue; and victoriæ ſum cupidus, as the neceſſary 
Concomitant of all Contention. Of the many 
Inſtances that may be given of it's Signifying 
the Love of Victory, let this One ſuffice out of 
Ariſtotle, Tegi ooqiTtxwv eMJyor, c. 2. Tewlov . 
Sn Anrliov, Toowv oyalorai of ey Tois N 
eywnoperor 3% MapiAorexiye Which I thus 
render, Firſt it is to be conſidered, How many 
Ways thoſe who contend, and DESIRE TO r 
THE VICTORY in Diſputes, aim to make uſe of. 
Yam juſtified in this rendering, by the following 
Words, pate H 1» Tpoaipgylal $AI'NESOAL 
Mhyoviss, for they [the Sophiſts] chiefly pro- 
poſe to ApPpERR refuting or to refute; And by 
the Tranſlation of SapArorencey)es in CASAUB. 
Edit. qui vincendi cauſa diſputant ; and by that 
of Du Vals qui vincere ſtudent; and by Dr. 
Wallis, who, in his Chapter of Fallacies (where 
He enumerates, after Ariſtotle, the Sophi/tarum' 
| Metas, to One or Other of which they aim d 
| F 
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do reduce their Adverſaries) interprets theſe 
Words ie. e νοονes together with ict 
Norenediſes, qui, Oſtentationis gratia, Vic toriam 
magis quam Veritatem ambiebant. STEPHENS, 
indeed, after having allow'd oi e to ſig- 


nify, as well, qui 15 & pertinaci ſtudio 
contendit rem aliquam efficere, as, contentionis 


amans, faith thus; qiacreax©®- in V. L. exponi- 


tur etiam Hictoriæ amans, [a Conceſſion not _ 
eaſily to be retrieyd ] yet adds, magno id qui- 
dem et craſſo errore, quo confunditur giAorax@- 


cum qiAorix©-. But, if there be no ſuch Word 
in the Greek Language, as e, Or AD 
xi, Or poi, or any Decompound whatſo- 


ever from & and vixn, how can One be con- 
founded with the Other? I reply then to the 


Remarker, It is Fortunate for me that there is 
no ſuch Word in the Greek Language as OAovi- 


"ic. For, ſince there is Such a thing as the 


Love of Vietory, and there is no Such Word 
as @iAonxice. to exprels it, I conclude, it is not 
improperly expreſs d by giaoraxia. And Ire- 
ply to STEPHENS, Here is no Error at all; but 
this is the very Truth of the Caſe. There is 
No fuch Word in the Greek Eanguage as Si- 


Advix®-; there is no Need of any Such Word 


for qiXovere®- ſupplies the Place of it, and ſig- 
nifies all that a would do, if there Oe 
Such a 9 
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